
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting of January 13, 2022 
 
Board Members Present: Vice-Chair Kris Howatt, Dr. Shawn Farrens, Cathy Keathley, Blake 
Petersen, and Holly Riegelmann 
 
Recognitions 
Recertification for National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 
The board is asked to recognize Gresham-Barlow School District teachers who attained re-
certification for their National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) Certification 
this year. Earning initial NBPTS certification is rigorous and requires extensive documentation 
and assessment of one’s teaching. This certification work requires the completion of 
comprehensive portfolios documenting their teaching pedagogy, plus the intense analysis of 
and reflection on their teaching practice. It is perhaps the most powerful professional 
development experience available to teachers who are interested in improving their teaching 
practice. Certification is available to teachers with three or more years of teaching experience. 

  
Teachers honored for the renewal of their NBPTS certificate: 

  
Kristy McKenzie, Hogan Cedars Elementary School 
5th Grade Teacher 
  
Stephen Scannell, Gresham High School 
Science Teacher 
  
Samantha Salvitelli, District Office 
Elementary Math and Science Instructional Coach 

  
In total, the district employs 15 teachers who are nationally certified. Additional teachers from 
the district have received the certification, but have since not renewed, moved, retired, or 
joined the administrative ranks. 
 
View the Recognition on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=337327578397678&set=a.271087861688317 
 
School Board Recognition Month 
January is School Board Recognition Month in the state of Oregon. In honor of the month, 
board members received cutting boards created by students in the construction and graphic 
arts programs at Gresham High School and the STEAM program at Clear Creek Middle 
School. Culinary arts students from Sam Barlow High School prepared the school board a 
special meal. The school board also enjoyed a videotaped performance by students in the 
District’s Dual Language Immersion Program.  
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View the Recognition on Twitter 
https://twitter.com/greshamschools/status/1481083545410023424/photo/1 
  
Action Items 
APPROVED, authorizing staff to purchase replacement chillers from Trane Inc. for 
Gordon Russell Middle School for a not-to-exceed amount of $290,899 
Gordon Russell Middle School’s original chiller was included in the original bond scope and 
then removed at project acceptance on the belief that it still had useful life left. Since then, the 
chiller unit has failed and is only capable of 40% functionality. The chiller was installed in 1977 
and is not repairable. Staff proposed that this replacement be funded with bond funds.  
  
APPROVED, authorizing staff to purchase replacement chillers from Trane Inc. for Sam 
Barlow High School for a not-to-exceed amount of $379,611 
Sam Barlow High School’s (SBHS) original chiller was installed in 1968 and is still in place. 
The unit was still functioning well during planning for that project. Since completion of the 
SBHS remodel, the control board for the unit has failed. Due to the age of the unit, the board 
cannot be replaced. Staff proposed that this replacement be funded with construction excise 
tax funds, as it is a maintenance item not related to the planned scope of bond work at SBHS.  
   
 
APPROVED, accepting the 2020-2021 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report as 
presented 
The District’s auditors, Pauly, Rogers & Co., P.C., have completed the audit of the Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) for 2020-2021. The audit was conducted in 
accordance with Generally Accepted Auditing Standards (GAAS), and the general purpose 
financial statements for the year ended June 30, 2021 adhered to Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP). The Business Office will submit the 2020-2021 ACFR to the 
Excellence in Financial Reporting programs at both the Government Finance Officers 
Association and the Association of School Business Officials.  
 
View the Financial Report 
http://go.boarddocs.com/or/gresham/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CAE8RH1F90A6 
 
APPROVED, authorizing board leadership to proceed with contract negotiations with 
James Hiu to serve as superintendent of the Gresham-Barlow School District. 
The school board has been conducting a superintendent search which included the 
establishment of a superintendent search committee and a community engagement process. 
The school board also met with Acting Superintendent Hiu to learn about his time with the 
district, his leadership, and vision for the future.   
 
Presentations 
Metro East Web Academy Annual Report 
Representatives from Metro East Web Academy presented their report. Charter schools are 
required to report to their school district each year on the performance of the school and its 
students in the preceding fiscal/school year. The report must include information regarding the 
goals and assessments relating to student performance and a look forward at the school year 
ahead. 
  



 
View the Presentation 
http://go.boarddocs.com/or/gresham/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=C9STSH778DF2 
 
Return to Learn Update 
Assistant Superintendent of K-12 Schools John Koch provided the school board with an 
overview of the latest school health safety metrics, quarantine numbers, and active cases of 
COVID-19 within the school district.  
 
View the Presentation 
http://go.boarddocs.com/or/gresham/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CACMP55C256A 
 
Citizens’ Requests of the Board  
Individuals submitted public comments to the school board on a change in the District’s athletic 
spectator policy and concerns for students’ mental health and social wellbeing. 
 
View the written comments submitted to the school board 
http://go.boarddocs.com/or/gresham/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=C6NR5V65CD21 
 
Update from the Superintendent and District Leadership 
Superintendent Hiu welcomed students and staff back from winter break. He also 
congratulated the educators who attained re-certification for their National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) Certification this year. 
 
Information Items 
Financial Update as of 12/31/21 
Chief Finance Officer Jordan Ely presented the financial update as of December 31, 2021. 
Since the General Fund financial report as of October 31, 2021, there have been only a few 
notable changes. On the revenue side of the report, staff are projecting a local revenue 
shortfall in excess of $500 thousand after recording November and December property tax 
collections. However, it is possible that lower-than-anticipated collections are the result of 
taxpayer behaviors, and we will see these funds at the May collection; an update will not be 
available until that time. The other material change to revenue projections is related to the 
planned transfer in from the ESSER fund. As school districts and auditors have grappled with 
the best way to recognize ESSER revenues and expenditures, it has become more common to 
move expenditures to the revenue source, rather than to move revenue to the expenditure 
source. Put more plainly, staff now intend to shift expenses to the special revenue fund, rather 
than transferring revenue in. This approach will ensure that GBSD is recognizing expenses in 
a manner more consistent with neighboring districts.  
  
Related to the aforementioned transfer change, staff has recognized an offsetting reduction in 
general fund expenditures in the projections provided in the attached report. This can be seen 
in the decreased projections for staffing costs, specifically licensed and support staff salaries 
and the associated payroll costs. The other significant change can be found on the "Charter 
School Payments" line item, which is now projected to exceed budget by nearly $2 million. This 
increase is related to higher enrollments at charters and the higher per-pupil amount discussed 
in a prior meeting. 
  



 
Staff is now projecting an ending fund balance of $25.7 million, but that number is likely to 
change as the year progresses. Accuracy and confidence of the projection will continue to 
increase each month through the winter and spring.  
  
A quarterly summary of investment has also been provided for the board's review. The 
investment report simply shows the investment products that have been purchased. This 
report serves the purpose of allowing the board to verify that staff have placed public funds into 
appropriate investment vehicles.    
  
The last document is a summary of bond budgets and expenses. The second column from the 
left reflects the last budget estimates provided to the Board by the district's former Chief 
Financial Officer, Mike Schofield. The column second from the right shows where budget 
estimates currently stand. There are two projects remaining: 1) the water tank at Sam Barlow 
HS, and 2) the parking lot at Deep Creek-Damascus K-8, each estimated to cost around $1.5 
million. There are several other small project still in progress, as well. Out of the $341.5 million 
in planned projects, a total of $4.5 million remain outstanding. The district has received a total 
of $345.2 million in bond-related revenues and expect a surplus of $3.7 million when the bond 
program is complete. These remaining funds will be prioritized and utilized in accordance with 
the intent of voters, based on the ballot title and summary from the 2016 election. Any projects 
will be presented to the board for consideration and feedback. No new projects will likely be 
pursued until the 2022-23 school year.   
  
Due to the January business meeting being shifted back a week, staff were able to provide this 
financial update through 12/31/2021 and will not have a report at the board's February 
business meeting.  
 
View the Financial Update  
http://go.boarddocs.com/or/gresham/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CAE7YC1BE1C0 
 
Upcoming meetings 
Due to the coronavirus/COVID-19 state-wide restrictions, and in keeping with the efforts of 
social distancing to reduce the spread of the coronavirus/COVID-19, future meetings of the 
Gresham-Barlow School Board will be presented online to allow for public attendance at the 
meeting. The Board of Directors and some members of the administration will meet in-person 
for upcoming meetings. They will abide by mask-wearing and social distancing guidelines 
during the meetings. 

  
Meeting links will be sent out with the public meeting notices and posted on the board 
webpage. 
LINK 
https://go.boarddocs.com/or/gresham/Board.nsf/Public 
 
February 3, 2022 
6 pm 
Board Work Session 
Council Chamber Conference Room 
Public Safety and Schools Building 
 
February 3, 2022 



 
7 pm 
Council Chambers 
Public Safety and Schools Building 
 
 
Can’t Attend Board Meetings? 
You can watch regular school board meetings LIVE on the GBSD Website. Look for the link on 
the homepage in the District News section! 
 
You can also watch regular school board meetings LIVE on Comcast cable channel 27 and 
Frontier cable channel 35. MetroEast Community Media replays the board meeting at the 
following times: 
 
Second Showing-Monday at 7 p.m. 
Third Showing-The following Thursday at 4 p.m. 
 
If you live in Damascus- 
Board meetings are shown on Willamette Falls TV for patrons in the Damascus area. They are 
scheduled for cablecast on channel 23 every Saturday at 1 p.m. 
 


